CHAPTER IV 
PIONEER LIFE 


Wasatch settlers brought to the pioneer struggle very 
little in the way of material resources. An ox or two, a 
wagonload of goods, and usually a gun were the items 
constituting their physical possessions. There were no 
homes to come to with rugs, furniture, beds, and lights. 
Nor were there roads, or schools, or church buildings, 
stores, or a thousand and one other things to which we 
are accustomed. These had to be built and at the same 
time crops had to be raised and shelter provided. 


Shelter is perhaps a better word than home to de- 
scribe the first hurried building by a people who had to 
spend most of their time plowing the land and putting in 
a crop. A wikiup made of brush, covered with wheat- 
grass and dirt, or a dugout in a hill— whichever was most 
expedient—was the common solution.’ 


The food was also appropriate to their situation. 
Elizabeth Fillmore tells how John and Mary Ann Faucett 
moved to Midway when there were only five families 
there: “They lived in a dugout the first year and sub- 
sisted on roots, large squirrels, and boiled wheat.’ 


As soon as the first crops were planted, a number 
of log cabins rose to replace the dugouts and wikiups. 
They were to last until the sawmills were built to pro- 
vide the lumber for frame houses and furniture. These 
log cabins were chinked with mud and roofed with long 
grass and dirt. The entire family crowded into the 
single room with a fireplace in one end and the beds in 
the other. The beds were built into the wall by running 
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three logs across the room forming several bunks. Most 
beds were fitted with straw ticks.’ 
The table and benches that constituted the common 
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Example of early log cabin, built by John Ulrich Probst, Sr. 
and his son Jacob at Midway. 
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items of furniture were made of slabs and at times there 
would be some especially prized item, such as a cupboard 
which the family had carried across the plains. The 
floors were dirt for the most part, although wooden 
floors were not unknown. The fireplace was used both 
for heating and cooking; and since matches were un- 
obtainable, the pioneers started fire with flint or bor- 
rowed a light from their neighbors. Borrowing fire was 
an early morning ritual. John Huber notes that the 
family who raised the first smoke in the morning could 
count on someone immediately coming in with a fire 
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